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Rhodes, whose outlook was much affected by half-baked Darwin-
ism, put the idea very neatly when he said that a guiding prin-
ciple of British imperialist policy should be " philanthropy + 5
per cent.55

Brawny Gospellers and empire-building adventurers, as well
as the new captains of industry, stood singularly close to one
another in their outlook.

The same mixture of moralizing and cupidity enters into the
actions of many comparatively respectable pioneers of the
period of European expansion. In England this tendency has
only begun to play itself out in our lifetime. I can remember
the time when the old Jingoism was still considered a respectable
creed; but since then, there have been some welcome changes
in public and official opinion: Imperialism is forced to look
round for disguises. But the world is by no means rid of the
old arrogance yet: certain nations seem only too eager to inherit
our discredited theories of racial superiority.

Nineteenth-century co-operation between religiosity of the
" fundamentalist" type, always peculiarly untroubled by
doubts, and the new commercial enterprise, flushed with the
firstrwon victories of mechanization, brought about a concen-
tration of forces acting in one direction such as had never been
known in all previously recorded history. The Anglo-Saxon
race led the vanguard of the movement and succeeded in
cornering most of the places in the sun before other nations
could follow suit, an initiative for which we are now paying in
bitter jealousies. But most of the races of European blood, even
those who did not participate directly in the colonial expansion,
shared the extrovert mentality of the Empire builders. Drawn
by this new focus of attention, all Western nations devoted their
energies increasingly to large-scale exploitation, and in pro-
portion as they did so, tended to approximate nearer and nearer
to one model, and this in spite of the most violent national
antagonisms. To the civilization which was thus produced I
give the name of " Occidental," so as not to confound it with
genuine European culture; though nowadays some of its most
frenzied exponents are of Oriental blood. This civilization
seems totally unlike any of the others of which we possess
records, whether in written form or inferred from archaeological
remains. One can almost go so far as to say that there is more
in common between any two traditional civilizations picked at